
How to Set “Placemarks” & “Record GPS Tracks” 
Into the Avenza Maps App.

By Frank G. Stone

The information shown below was obtained from using an Android device. Other devices may show a 
somewhat different user inter-phase.

After clicking on your downloaded map, the map 
will open and you will see its many features.

The “Blue” dot in the center is your current location
on the trail.

The following set of pictures will explain 
some of the Avenza Maps main features.



1 - Return to the previous page
2 - Should your device go into sheep mode during 
your travels, after you turn your device back on, 
this will “refresh” the page and show your current 
location on the map. Click this icon to find out 
where you are on the trail.
3- Position a “Placemark” at you current location.” 
Placemarks can also be moved. This is a great way 
to mark the location of your starting point or any 
other specific location that you may need to be 
identified at a later time.
4 – Displays a list of the Placemarks and Tracks 
previously saved.
5 – Displays additional features. The most 
important one is the “Recording of GPS Tracks”
6 – Assuming you have several maps downloaded 
that are geographically connected, this will allow 
you to move from one map to another.
7 – This cursor when moved, will allow you to set a
Placemark at another location besides where you 
are currently located.



After tapping the Placemark icon (#3), a placemark 
has been positioned at my current location. This is a
great way to mark a specific point of reference or 
starting point. Others uses may be to identify a 
geographic feature that you want to share with a 
friend or the spot where you saw something of 
significance. 

These Placemarks assign a specific GPS 
reference to that location, so the exact 
position  can be given to others.



Tapping the name of the default Placemark, will 
allow you to change its name and other features of 
the Placemark.



In this case, I changed its name to “Start.”



Moving the map cursor will allow you to position a 
Placemark at a location away from your current 
position.



Tapping the Tools Icon (#5) will display the option 
to “Record GPS Tracks.”



You will then see the “READY” button. This 
“must” be pressed to begin recording your track.



You can now see that the tracking feature of Avenza
Map has been activated. If needed, you can also 
“pause” this feature.

When you are finished with your ride, press the 
“DONE” button and your track will be displayed as
shown in the next picture.



As you travel along your trail, a bread-crumb trail 
will be shown highlighting your path. The orange 
line shown is the path of your travels. To return, just
follow your track back to your starting point.

Line colors can be changed to highlight different 
saved tracks within the same map.



If you press the orange track line, you can change 
the default name of the track to something more 
specific.

Some additional thoughts to consider when using the Avenza Map APP.

* Running a GPS function on any mobile device requires a tremendous amount of 
computations. This in turn will make greater demands on your devices battery. Be 
sure to start your travels with a fully charged battery.

* Should your devices battery be low, you may want to consider keeping a 
charging cable in your ATV.

* For the mapping functions to work, your device requires a GPS connection. In 
most cases this is no problem. However, in locations where you have a dense tree 
canopy or perhaps heavy cloud cover, your device may not be able to sustain an 
accurate connection with the GPS satellites overhead. Although NOT required, I 
like to guarantee this will not happen, so I also carry a GPS receiver. These devices
(about 2” square) cost about $90 and do a much better job in connecting to the 
GPS satellites. They will then “Bluetooth” the information directly to your device. 

If your device is an iPad Mini, the addition of a GPS receiver will enable your iPad
to work as a fully functional GPS positioning device. The advantage with using 



tablets on the trail, is the larger viewing area they provide.

One additional advantage in carrying a GPS receiver is that your devices battery 
will last much longer because the GPS receiver is doing most of the calculations.

* The Avenza Map App also allows you to export your saved tracks. In this way 
you can save your tracks on your computer and review them using programs like 
Garmin Base Camp or Google Earth. These exported tracks can also be sent as a 
.kml file to others so they can see where you have been.

The reverse is also true. You can import a saved track (kml file) into Avenza Maps.

* OK.... you now know how to use the App but are still a little apprehensions about
trusting it. I understand, and also have a suggestion. Load a map of where you live.
From your home, set out and leave a track as you travel around the streets of where
your comfortable. After laying a track of 2-3 miles, now use the App to see how 
you would return home. Did you get home safely? The concept is the same when 
out in the woods. Be sure to set a starting point and verify that you started the GPS 
track recording function. As you begin your travels, “zoom in” to your map and 
look at the orange line that is being displayed. Now go out and explore new trails 
and most of all.............have FUN!

DISCLAMER: Product names provided are for informational purposes only and is not an 

endorsement from the Trails North ATV'ers. 


